
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Master's Certification Pathway (MCERT) 
 

ADMISSION HANDBOOK 
2023-2024 

!
!
!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Revised June 2023]



UM Master’s Certification (MCERT) Admissions 
Handbook 

 

 

2 

 

Table of Contents 
 

"#$%&!'()*! +!
,-./0!1234526!789:$38;!<*=#>?=8?#@>%8A3!!

7*A?:!)A*>!,-./0!B82?8A:4$C!082>! !!D!
7423!$:!,-./0E! F!
1A*<A2>!G?H2(32<8:! F!
'(38A(:4$C!I!-*#A:85*A&! J!
-8A3$)$%23$*(!GA82:! K!
G?>$::$*(! !!!LM!
-*#A:8!1A8A8N#$:$38:! LM!
GCCO$%23$*(! LD!
GCCO$%23$*(!P82?O$(8:! LD!
1A8O$>$(2A6!0A2(:%A$C3!/8H$85! LD!
GCCO$%23$*(!'(38AH$85! LD!
GCCO$%23$*(!,238A$2O:! LF!
P*%#>8(3:!3*!QCO*2?! LJ!
1A2R$:!''!S!08:3!-*?8:! TM!
1A*<A2>!-*:3! TT!
U$(2(%$2O!G$?!I!V%4*O2A:4$C:! TW!
X*#:$(<! TF!
X82O34!'(:#A2(%8! TF!
'>>#($Y23$*(! TF!
0A2(:C*A323$*(!I!-2>C#:!12A&$(<! TJ!

 
  





UM Master’s Certification (MCERT) Admissions 
Handbook 

 

 

4 

Foundational Competencies (FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) Introduction and submit an 
acknowledgement survey.  A PDF copy of the completed acknowledgement survey must be uploaded to the 
TerpEngage Application.  https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_bHhjk8jmRtwDL8i 
 

IMCP applicants should upload their Foundational Competencies completed during their undergraduate program in 
lieu of the acknowledgement survey. 
!
U$(2(%$2O!G$?!?82?O$(8;!!
The priority deadline for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is February 15 of each year. Visit: 
www.fafsa.ed.gov.
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What is MCERT 
 

The Master's Certification Pathway is a one-year graduate-level teacher preparation program that leads to elementary, 
middle school, secondary or PreK-12 teacher certification and a Master of Education (M.Ed.) degree. Grade level/content 
area specializations include Art, Elementary Education, English, Mathematics, Middle School Math and Science, Physical 
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1A*)8::$*(2O!G%%A8?$323$*(!
The College of Education is fully accredited by the Association for Advancing Quality in Educator Preparation 
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^(!2(?!^))!-2>C#:!-O2::!,883$(<:!
In addition to the yearlong teaching internship, students take classes on two to three days a week. Most classes will 
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• Social Studies - 6 credits 
 

Students can enroll at any 2-year or 4-year accredited college, university, or online for prerequisite coursework. 
For example: 

- University of Maryland, College Park - Montgomery College 
 Math 113 or 212, Math 213, Math 214 Math 130, Math 131, Math 132 

- Teacher Step (Online)      - Straighter Line (Online)  
 MPD 515, MTE 535 BIO 101, BIO 1010L 

Please note that students must earn at least a "C" in their prerequisites.
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Social Studies 
Major in a discipline that falls under the umbrella of the Social Studies: History, Government, Geography, Economics, 
Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology, International Relations, and related fields. Note: Reviewers of applicants with a major in a 
more loosely related field may consider if they have a minor or minor equivalency in History, Government, Geography, or 
Economics. The following courses, plus up to 18 more in History, Government, Geography, or Economics, must be completed to 
equal a minimum of 30 credits total.  

3 History Courses: 
• One U.S. History Course 
• One European History Course 
• One non-European History Course (i.e., Africa, Asia, Latin America, Middle East)   

1 Government Course (preferably American Government) 
1 Geography Course (preferably Human Geography 
1 Economics Course 
1 Behavioral Sciences Course (i.e., Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology) 

 
Mathematics 
A degree in Mathematics or Applied Mathematics with courses such as: 

Calculus 
Calculus II 
Multivariable Calculus  
Differential Equations 
Linear Algebra 
Advanced Calculus (Analysis)  
Statistics/Probability Theory 
Abstract Algebra/Modern Algebra 
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Principles of Biology II  
Principles of Genetics 
Biological Diversity Course  
General Chemistry I  
General Chemistry II  
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Application 
 

GCCO$%23$*(!P82?O$(8:!
Applications must be submitted by the dates listed: 
(All dates are prior to June of the planned year of entry.) 
 

•   *November 1: Priority deadline for all applicants 
NOTE:  February 1: Final deadline for Secondary Social Studies applicants  
•   
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Documents to Upload 
 

Applicants must upload all the required documents before submitting the application. With any missing material, the 
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• What does teaching a diverse population mean to you? (Diverse learners might include students who have 
different abilities or who are neurodiverse, students who are LGBTQIA, or students from various ethnic, 
cultural, religious, socioeconomic, or linguistic backgrounds. This list is not exhaustive.) 

• What do you hope to learn from this program so you can become a great teacher? 
 

U*A! -4$(8:8! .?#%23$*(! -2(?$?238:! ^`B_=! Relevant Experience in Chinese Language, Linguistics, 
Literature, Culture, or History outside of your Undergraduate Courses. 
Have you had any work experiences or life experiences with Chinese language, linguistics, literature, culture, or 
history outside of your undergraduate courses? Examples: teaching Chinese to native English speakers in China using 
an approved curriculum, working in a Chinese history museum, serving as a cultural tour guide in China. In some 
cases, such experience might substitute for specific required undergraduate courses in Chinese language, linguistics, 
literature, culture, or history for admissions purposes. Please write about ANY experiences you have had in these 
areas outside of your undergraduate courses. For each relevant experience, (a) tell us what you did, (b) what you 
learned from it, (c) the dates (beginning and ending), (d) the name and place of the institution, and (e) anything else 
you think we should 
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D\ !!'(3A*?#%3$*(!3*!U*#(?23$*(2O!-*>C838(%$8:![U-\!I!,*?8O!-*?8!*)!.34$%:!)*A!.?#%23*A:!
[,-..\!
All graduate students who are in an approved program leading to initial teacher certification, or advanced 
certification, in professional preparation programs, are expected to demonstrate that they are prepared to work with 
children and youth in educational settings. This preparation results from the combination of successful completion 
of university coursework and field/internship experiences and the demonstration of important human characteristics 
and dispositions that all educators should possess.  Applicants to the MCERT pathway are required to review 
the Foundational Competencies (FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) Introduction and 
submit an acknowledgement survey.  A PDF copy of the completed acknowledgement survey must be 
uploaded to the TerpEngage Application.  https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_bHhjk8jmRtwDL8i!

 
IMCP applicants should upload their Foundational Competencies completed during their undergraduate program 
in lieu of the acknowledgement survey. 

 
 

F\ !a2:$%!V&$OO:!08:3!V%*A8: 
Teacher Candidates applying for certification in all academic content areas must demonstrate mastery of basic reading, 
writing, and math skills. Those teacher candidates who submit a minimum overall GPA of 3.0 on their most 
recently earned degree are not required to submit a basic skills assessment. Other applicants must take one of the 
following exams and meet the required Maryland Department of Education (MSDE) cut-off scores. If taking the Praxis 
CORE exam, you must pass each of the three individual sections. We will not grant conditional or provisional 
admissions for applicants pending the successful completion of the Praxis exam 
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SAT (April 1995 – December 31, 2018) (math and verbal OR 
math and critical reading) 

- 1100 

SAT (on/after January 1, 2019) (Evidence-Based Reading & 
Writing and Math) 

- 1180 

GRE (prior to September 1, 2011) (math and verbal) - 1000 

GRE (taken as of September 1, 2011) (math and verbal) - 297 

ACT - 24 

 
 

J\ 0^.UB!^))$%$2O!V%*A8: 
UMD requires TOEFL scores for applicants whose first language is not English. The requirement is waived for 
students who earned their bachelor's at an English-speaking university. TOEFL scores must be sent directly from the 
testing agency ETS to UMD (Institution Code: 5814). 

 
b\
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Middle School: 38 Credits 
Program Costs Summer I & II Fall Spring Total 

Tuition 12 credits x $812/credit 
= $9,744 

14 credits x $812/credit 
= $11,368 

12 credits x $812/credit 
= $9,744 

$30,856 
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Financial Aid & Scholarships 
U$(2(%$2O!G$?!
!
The priority deadline for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is February 15. For detailed information, see 
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. For questions regarding Financial Aid, please contact the UMD Financial Aid Office at 
https://www.financialaid.umd.edu/, T. 301-314-9000.!
 
V%4*O2A:4$C:!2(?!U$(2(%$2O!/8:*#A%8:!
!
MCERT students are eligible for scholarships! Best consideration for these scholarships is given to admitted MCERT 
students who submitted their graduate school application by the November 1st MCERT priority deadline.!
 
 

COE Scholarships 
The College of Education offers $1,000 scholarship awards to deserving students. Criteria, details, and applications are 
available online at https://education.umd.edu/admissions/funding-scholarships#coe- scholarship-application. 
 
COE Critical Shortage Area Scholarships 
COE has $3000 scholarships for incoming MCERT candidates who are pursuing teaching in critical teacher shortage 
areas: or a $4000 scholarship for first generation students. An incoming MCERT candidate in a critical shortage area does 
not need to apply for these scholarships and is automatically eligible for the award based on information provided on their 
application. 
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Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program: 
After you have been employed as a full-time teacher for five consecutive, complete academic years at a school that is 
considered low-income according to certain funding criteria under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 
you may be eligible for teacher loan forgiveness. 

• You must not have had an outstanding balance on a Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP) or Federal 
Direct Loan Program (FDLP) loan as of October 1, 1998, or on the date you obtained an FFELP or FDLP loan 
after October 1, 1998. 

• The loan for which you are seeking forgiveness must have occurred before the end of the fifth year of your 
qualifying teaching service. 

• You may not receive more than a total of $5,000 ($17,500 for certain highly qualified secondary math and science 
teachers, and elementary and secondary special education teachers) in loan forgiveness for outstanding principal 
and accrued interest for the same teaching service under both the FFELP and the FDLP. 

• For more information, see: http://www.tgslc.org/borrowers/teachers/eligible.cfm US 
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Housing 
 

On-Campus: 
You can request graduate housing on campus in a residence hall, but full-time undergraduate students receive 
priority. Note: there are no facilities within the residence halls exclusively for graduate students or for spouses, 
partners, or family members of students. If you apply, and if space is available, the Housing Office will notify you: 
http://reslife.umd.edu/housing/graduate/ 

 
Off-Campus: 
Graduate Hills and Graduate Gardens are two all-graduate student apartment communities located on University 
property. These properties are managed by a property management company, Southern Management Corporation.  
There are also off-campus options in nearby communities.   For more information, resources and access to online 
tools, please visit the Off-Campus Housing (OCH) website at https://www.och.umd.edu.  
 

Health Insurance 
 

All MCERT students are eligible for University Health Insurance, which is United Health Care for Students. For 
more information, please visit: https://www.firststudent.com/ and select University of Maryland, College Park.  

 
Immunizations 

 

Students must complete the Immunization Form and submit it to the Health Center. The form and submission 
directions are available at this link: https://health.umd.edu/medical- behavioral- health/immunization-clinic. 
*Students have one semester to complete this requirement. 
**Immunization forms from previous colleges are also acceptable. 
(IMCP students do not need to fill out the Immunization form again since the Health Center already has their 
records from their undergraduate studies). 
 
-^c'PSLK!c2%%$(8!c8A$)$%23$*( 
Students must upload your vaccine documentation into the Keep Terps Safe Portal.  You must complete this step, 
otherwise a block will be placed on your registration. 
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Transportation and Campus Parking Permits 
 

The Department of Transportation Services website provides information regarding parking policies around the campus. The 


