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Quick Info 
 

!"#$%&'(#)*'+,$-.$/0),10&23$4-11#5#$60)7$
4-11#5#$-.$829:0+'-&$

Department of Teaching and Learning, Policy and Leadership (TLPL) 
 

 
G?>$::$*(:!2(?!Z8(8A2O!,-./0!1234526!'()*A>23$*(;!
Joy Jones, MCERT Pathway Coordinator!
Email: MCERT@umd.edu Or jonesj@umd.edu  

!
,-./0!1234526!789:$38: go.umd.edu/mcert 
 
ZA2?#238!V%4**O!GCCO$%23$*(;!!https://gradschool.umd.edu/admissions/application-process/step-step-guide-
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Foundational Competencies (FC) & Model Code of Ethics for Educators (MCEE) Introduction and submit an 
acknowledgement survey.  A PDF copy of the completed acknowledgement survey must be uploaded to the 
TerpEngage Application.  https://umdsurvey.umd.edu/jfe/form/SV_bHhjk8jmRtwDL8i 
 

IMCP applicants should upload their Foundational Competencies completed during their undergraduate program in 
lieu of the acknowledgement survey. 
!
U$(2(%$2O!G$?!?82?O$(8;!!
The priority deadline for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is February 15 of each year. Visit: 
www.fafsa.ed.gov.
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Greetings Prospective MCERTers; 
 

Welcome to the College of Education at the University of Maryland! We are delighted that you are considering 
becoming a teacher through our Master's Certification (MCERT) Pathway. Teaching is a wonderfully complex and 
rewarding enterprise, and the UMCP MCERT Pathway provides teacher candidates with the opportunity to gain an 
abundance of experience in transforming their content-area expertise into engaging pedagogy for school-aged children 
and adolescents. To consider MCERT is to consider giving oneself the opportunity to acquire the foundation from 
which one can become an excellent teacher. 

 
The MCERT Pathway has a long and rich tradition as an intensive graduate teacher- preparation program. In one year, 
MCERT students complete 36 to 39 credits of graduate coursework and a year-long internship.  Our students graduate 
with a Master's degree from a nationally-ranked public university and eligibility for Maryland-
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What is MCERT
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1A*)8::$*(2O!G%%A8?$323$*(!
The College of Education is fully accredited by the Association for Advancing Quality in Educator Preparation 
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Certification Areas 
 
Elementary Level (Grades 1-6)  

• General Education 
 
Middle School Level (Grades 4-9)  

• Mathematics 
• Science 

 
Secondary Level (Grades 7-12)  

• Computer Science 
• English Mathematics Sciences 
• Agricultural and Extension Education 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Earth/Space Science 
• Physics  
• Social Studies 

 
PreK-12 Level (All grades)  

• 
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Admissions 
 

Admission to MCERT is selective. The faculty review committee uses the following three criteria to evaluate applications: 
 
G%2?8>$%!1A8C2A23$*(!
Applicants must show excellence in the completion of an undergraduate degree in an appropriate academic discipline. We 
are looking for students with a minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale from their baccalaureate degree. Moreover, applicants 
must have completed the required academic content for the intended certification area. However, the completion of the 
requirements can still be in progress at the time of the application. (See Course Prerequisites) Applicants, who do not meet 
the 3.0 GPA requirement but are in the range of 2.8-2.99 or have successfully completed a graduate degree, are still 
encouraged to apply as applicants are evaluated based on a combination of grades, professional experiences, and outlook 
on teaching. 
 
/8O8H2(3!.RC8A$8(
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Social Studies 
Major in a discipline that falls under the umbrella of the Social Studies: History, Government, Geography, Economics, 
Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology, International Relations, and related fields. Note: Reviewers of applicants with a major in a 
more loosely related field may consider if they have a minor or minor equivalency in History, Government, Geography, or 
Economics. The following courses, plus up to 18 more in History, Government, Geography, or Economics, must be completed to 
equal a minimum of 30 credits total. 
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1A8]SLT!.?#%23$*(!
Art (Portfolio required) 

3 Drawing 
Art Theory 
Art 2D Fundamentals 
Art 3D Fundamentals 
Printmaking 
Ceramics (recommended, but not required) 
2 Painting 
Other Visual Art 
Areas 4 Art History 

 
Physical Education 

Exercise Physiology 
Biomechanics Motor Learning 
Motor Development (knowledge of acquisition of motor skills) 
Psychology of Sport and Physical Activity 
Diversity and Cultural Competence 
Activity Course- 3 sports and 2 physical activities 

 
World Languages (if you are fluent but do not have the classes, please contact an advisor) 

Reading and Writing in WLL 
Advanced Grammar and Composition I (Grammar and Comp) 
Advanced Grammar and Comp II (Advanced Composition) 
Advanced Conversation I 
Linguistics I 
Linguistics II 
Phonetics 
2 Literature classes 
2 Civilization classes 
2 Upper-Level FL Literature classes
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Application 
 

GCCO$%23$*(!P82?O$(8:!
Applications must be submitted by the dates listed: 
(All dates are prior to June of the planned year of entry.) 
 

•   *November 1: Priority deadline for all applicants 
NOTE:  February 1: Final deadline for Secondary Social Studies applicants  
•   March 1: Final deadline for all other applications 
 

Applications received between November 1 and March 1 will be considered on a rolling basis if space is still available in the 
program.   
*Applicants must apply by November 1st for best consideration for scholarships. 
 
Note to international students: The MCERT Pathway does NOT comply with regulations required for issuance of I-20, due 
to its non-standard program dates and course dates 
!
1A8O$>$(2A6!0A2(:%A$C3!/8H$85!
A preliminary transcript review by the College of Education advising office is required for MCERT applicants who are applying 
for the following: Art, English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and World Languages.  The review can be r
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Documents to Upload 
 

Applicants must upload all the required documents before submitting the application. With any missing material, the 
reviewers will deem the application is incomplete. Documents required to upload are 1) Transcripts, 2) Statement 
of Purpose, 3) Resume, 4) Preliminary Transcript Review 

21 Tj73] TJ ET Q q 0. 1  -18.14 593.66 cm BT -0.0026 Tc 42 0 0 42 1257.039 241q 0/TT4 1 Tf [ (C>) -2 (181 (5&) 1 0 0.24 0. \F18#-1 (35.14 593.66 cm BT -0.004 Tc 42 0 0 42 224.833
2 296
TT14 14 1 Tf [ (69.95850 6) -2 (C) 1 (5)-.) H') -1 '(!)-1 0.24 0  ] TJ 0.24 0 ()-1 '0 0 0.20.24 0 ') -1 (35#-1 '0.24 0 (35.14 593.66 cm BT -0.004 Tc 42 0 0 42 21 Tm /T2 352  0/TT4 1 Tf [ 552.38850 6) -2 (C) 1 (5)-.) D0.24#-1 0.2#-1 - -3-1 6) 1-1 0 (�-1 (!9)*) #!9
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• What does teaching a diverse population mean to you? (Diverse learners might include students who have 
different abilities or who are neurodiverse, students who are LGBTQIA, or students from various ethnic, 
cultural, religious, socioeconomic, or linguistic backgrounds. This list is not exhaustive.) 

• What do you hope to learn from this program so you can become a great teacher? 
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D\ !!'(3A*?#%3$*(!3*!U*#(?23$*(2O!-*>C838(%$8:![U-\!I!,*?8O!-*?8!*)!.34$%:!)*A!.?#%23*A:!
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SAT (April 1995 – December 31, 2018) (math and verbal OR 
math and critical reading) 

- 1100 

SAT (on/after January 1, 2019) (Evidence-Based Reading & 
Writing and Math) 

- 1180 

GRE (prior to September 1, 2011) (math and verbal) - 1000 

GRE (taken as of September 1, 2011) (math and verbal) - 297 

ACT - 24 

 
 

J\ 0^.UB!^))$%$2O!V%*A8: 
UMD requires TOEFL scores for applicants whose first language is not English. The requirement is waived for 
students who earned their bachelor's at an English-speaking university. TOEFL scores must be sent directly from the 
testing agency ETS to UMD (Institution Code: 5814). 

 
b\ ̂ 1'!V%*A8:!
The OPI applies only to candidates for the World Languages program. Advanced Low is required by July 1st. 

 

Praxis II 
 

MCERT students must pass the Praxis II Content Knowledge tests prior to the beginning of the program in early June. 
Any student who has not passed the examination must ask for an exception to policy with the understanding that we 
cannot guarantee to grant the request. 
Exceptions: MCERT students in Art, TESOL, and Physical Education take the test during the program. 

 

1A2R$:!08:3!-*?8:!
In order to sign up for the correct Praxis II tests, see the content-specific test codes, titles, and passing scores required 
by Maryland below. The same information is available on the testing center ETS website at www.ets.org/praxis. 

 
 

LICENSURE AREA 
 

TEST REQUIRED 
TEST 
CODE 

MD 
SCORE 

Agriculture Agriculture 5701 147 

Art Art: Content and Analysis 5135 161 

Biology Biology: Content Knowledge 5235 150 

Chemistry Chemistry: Content Knowledge 5245 153 

Chinese andariy Chinesey  Compmuter :mcience

 

Compmuter :mcience
 

53  

PQ  

  NON &
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Elementary Education 

Elementary Education: Content Knowledge for 
Teaching 

Subtests: 
Reading and Language Arts 
Mathematics 
Science Social 
Studies 

 
Teaching Reading: Elementary 

7811 
 
 
 

7812 
7813 
7814 
7815 

 
 

5205 

 
 
 
 

161 
150 
154 
161 

 
 

159 
 

 
English 

English Language, Arts Content: and 
Analysis 

 
5039 

 
168 

 
ESOL 

English to Speakers of Other Languages Teaching 
Reading: Elementary 

5362 
5205 

163 
159 

French World Languages: French 5174 162 

German World Languages: German 5183 163 

Latin Latin 5601 152 

Mathematics Mathematics: Content Knowledge 5165 160 
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Program Costs 
 

The amounts in the charts below reflect the tuition and fees of 2022-23 AY. If admitted, you will begin the MCERT 
pathway in June 2024, and the tuition and fee rates may be higher than the rates presented in the charts. The same 
tuition rate applies regardless of MD residency classification. Contact the MCERT Pathway Coordinator, 
mcert@umd.edu, with questions.  In addition to the tuition and fees listed below, students should also consider 
the cost of 
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Middle School: 38 Credits 
Program Costs Summer I & II Fall Spring Total 
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Financial Aid & Scholarships 
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Housing 
 

On-Campus: 
You can request graduate housing on campus in a residence hall, but full-time undergraduate students receive 
priority. Note: there are no facilities within the residence halls exclusively for graduate students or for spouses, 
partners, or family members of students. If you apply, and if space is available, the Housing Office will notify you: 
http://reslife.umd.edu/housing/graduate/ 

 
Off-Campus: 
Graduate Hills and Graduate Gardens are two all-graduate student apartment communities located on University 
property. These properties are managed by a property management company, Southern Management Corporation.  
There are also off-campus options in nearby communities.   For more information, resources and access to online 
tools, please visit the Off-Campus Housing (OCH) website at https://www.och.umd.edu.  
 

Health Insurance 
 

All MCERT students are eligible for University Health Insurance, which is United Health Care for Students. For 
more information, please visit: https://www.firststudent.com/ and select University of Maryland, College Park.  

 
Immunizations 

 

Students must complete the Immunization Form and submit it to the Health Center. The form and submission 
directions are available at this link: https://health.umd.edu/medical- behavioral- health/immunization-clinic. 
*Students have one semester to complete this requirement. 
**Immunization forms from previous colleges are also acceptable. 
(IMCP students do not need to fill out the Immunization form again since the Health Center already has their 
records from their undergraduate studies). 
 
-^c'PSLK!c2%%$(8!c8A$)$%23$*(
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