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System) database (MacWhinney, 2000). To ensure accuracy, each transcript was verified by a separate
research assistant. Each line code for a different utterance, defined as a sequence of words that was pre-
ceded or followed by a change in conversational turn, intonation, or pause. Using the CLAN (Comput-
erized Language Analysis) program (MacWhinney, 2000











words in particular may be important for promoting children’s learning of those words (Schwab &
Lew-Williams, 2016).

One possible interpretation of our finding that 24-month-olds with larger vocabularies had fathers
who used less repetition—and that children who produced more word types had fathers who used less
partial repetition in particular—is that parents are sensitive to children’s language knowledge and tailor
their language input to their own children’s developmental level. This interpretation is supported by
previous research (Huttenlocher et al., 2010; Rowe et al., 2005; Snow & Ferguson, 1977; Vygotsky,
1978). In a study examining caregivers’ speech over time with 14- to 36-month-old children, mothers
from low-income families increased both their number of word tokens and types as their children
became more proficient (Pan et al., 2005). But young children are not just passive listeners. Their social
feedback to caregivers—such as moment-to-moment attentiveness and vocalizations—shapes care-
givers’ future language input (e.g., Ko et al., 2016; Nicely et al., 1999), and in turn, parental responsive-
ness promotes children’s language development (e.g., Tamis-LeMonda et al., 2014). This active
responsiveness to caregivers facilitates increasingly useful and informative interactions with caregivers.

Another possible interpretation of our findings is that fathers’ use of more repetition at 24 months
‘‘caused” their children to have smaller vocabularies. If this was the case, it is likely that fathers’ rep-
etition at 24 months would also negatively relate to children’s later vocabulary at 36 months. Yet our
research revealed that repetitiveness in fathers’ input to children at 24 months was not associated
with either of our measures of language knowledge at 36 months (children’s PPVT scores or MDI
scores), controlling for concurrent vocabulary, suggesting that fathers’ use of repetition did not seem
to hinder children’s language development. This finding also converges with research showing that
although infant-directed speech seems to promote word learning early on in development (e.g.,
Ramírez-Esparza, García-Sierra, & Kuhl, 2014), this might not be the case for older toddlers (Ma,
Golinkoff, Houston, & Hirsh-Pasek, 2011). Similarly, young children’s ability to capitalize on parents’
repetition of words over time might decline during the third year of life, as observed here. Importantly,
however, it does not seem to be the case that hearing more repetition at 24 months is negatively
related to children’s vocabulary growth; rather, it may simply no longer be beneficial.

Although repetitiveness in fathers’ speech to their 24-month-old children was not related to chil-
dren’s 36-month vocabulary or verbal reasoning in our sample, repetition could still be beneficial for
this age group under certain circumstances. In particular, experimental evidence has shown that par-
tial repetition of words in successive sentences is important for 2-year-olds’ initial encoding of new
words (Schwab & Lew-Williams, 2016). Thus, it is possible that when 24-month-olds are learning
new object labels, hearing a word in immediate succession is initially beneficial, but it might not be
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