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children’s healthy development. In addition to strengthening the
relationship between families and ECE providers, family engage-
ment provides a bridge between practices in the home and prac-
tices in ECE settings, provide consistency between settings. In this
sense, family engagement can be thought of as a prevention or in-
tervention process that builds positive relationships with families
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perspectives using multi-method approaches such as qualitative in-
terviews, observations, and ethnographic studies combined with
other methods (e.g., social network mapping). Attention to these
issues would advance early childhood monitoring and accountabil-
ity systems, such as QRIS. Additionally, advancing equity in family
engagement and support is critical to promoting children’s optimal
development, learning, and lifelong success.

4. Limitations

Despite the contributions that the papers in this special issue
make to advance our knowledge of family engagement in early
care and education programs, the papers in this special issue also
illustrate a set of challenges or limitations. There is still a need for
rigorously designed implementation and outcome studies focused
on family engagement with diverse populations, especially in qual-
ity initiatives. None of the papers focused on how family engage-
ment can be
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