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Lansford (2022) has aptly and eloquently reviewed
the vast scholarly research on cross-cultural par-
enting, situating parents in a cultural context;
grounding the literature firmly in classic theoretical
frameworks to assess universals and culture-specific
behaviors; and highlighting the mechanisms that
might explain cross-cultural similarities in the asso-
ciations between parenting and child outcomes.
Lansford concludes that similarities in parenting
norms and behaviors across cultures reflect univer-
sally adaptive behaviors for children’s development
and that culture-specific differences are due largely
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that contribute to parenting behaviors that are a
priori defined as non-normative and non-optimal.
There is a parallel lack of research on low-income



account for cultural differences in parenting prac-
tices. These are important issues that should be
addressed in future research.

Theoretically-driven cross-parental research

It is especially useful to the field that Lansford (2021)
describes in some detail the theoretical grounding of
cross-cultural research on parents. These ecological
models Lansford describes offer a useful frame for
the breadth of studies she reviews. It was also
particularly important to offer a mechanism to help
explain a body of research that is not characterized
by a cohesive framework. In essence, cultural-
ecological models situate parent-child interactions
in nested environments that include proximal (e.g.,
neighborhoods) and distal (e.g., beliefs, norms, laws)
contexts that influence parent-child interactions.
This framing is important to understand how cul-
tural norms, beliefs, and behaviors get transmitted
and communicated across generations through par-
ents’ behaviors and practices. For example, we could
assess the ‘developmental niche’ of children growing
up in the Midwest in the United States and compare
this with the developmental niches of children
growing up in Turkey. Theoretically, we might expect
similarities and differences that account for
observed differences in child outcomes. Children in
different ecologies may nevertheless reach similar
goals around citizenship, degree of socialization, and
acting as cultural ambassadors.

Lansford highlights three critical elements of eco-
logical theories that are not always emphasized in
cross-cultural research: (a) parent-child interactions
unfold in nested contexts that include both proximal
and distal sets of beliefs, norms, and values; (b)
children’s developmental niche is a useful frame-
work to describe how parental-child interactions are
shaped by parents’ cognitions and childrearing
practices as well as by physical and social charac-
teristics of the environment; and (c) examining the
form (i.e., specific cognitions) and function (e.g.,
underlying meaning of cognitions) of parenting is a
useful framework to understand differences and
similarities across cultural groups. In the article,
she provides a rich discussion of how these frame-
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