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associations between CPB and children’s social adaptation has been
primarily conducted with White middle-class European samples,
and focused on anxiety. Some studies find that fathers’ CPB, but
not mothers’ CPB, is related to less child anxiety (Majdandzic et al.,
2014; Moller et al., 2015). But, other studies find main effects for
both parents (Lazarus et al., 2016), as well as interaction effects,
such that one parent with high levels of CPB can compensate for
low levels of CPB in the other parent (Majdandzic et al., 2018a).

We extend Majdandzi¢ and colleagues’ work on CPB in two
ways. First, we test whether CPB, as predicted by theory, is re-
lated to aspects of social development other than anxiety. In this
paper, we focus on social competence (sustaining attention, com-
pliance, prosocial peer relations) and behavior problems because
these are critical aspects of social development among toddlers
that underlie later behavior in childhood (Odom et al., 2008). Sec-
ond, we examine CPB in a more ethnically and economically di-
verse sample than the samples tested in the Majdandzi¢ studies.
Our sample includes Latinx and Black economically diverse fami-
lies from the United States whose education ranges from less than
high school to at least some college. Research shows that cultural
context is an important determinant of parenting and that there
are universal (e.g., parent sensitivity during interactions, love, play)
and culture-specific aspects of parenting behavior that reflect the
cultural norms and values of specific groups (Bornstein & Lans-
ford, 2010; Lansford et al., 2018). A parenting behavior such as play
is considered to be universal across cultures, but the expression,
intensity, and quality of play might vary (Tamis-LeMonda et al.,
2002). Based on cultural theories, we test whether CPB is also ob-
served in ethnically and economically diverse U.S. families and if it
is, then we identify what the sources are of variability in these fa-
thers’ and mothers’ CPB. We do not make a prediction one way or
another because this study is, to our knowledge, the first to study
CPB in this type of families.

The current study draws on activation relationship and fam-
ily systems theories to ask: (a) Is CPB observed in an ethnically
and economically diverse sample of mothers and fathers? and, if
it is, are there differences by
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babies in White middle-class families found no difference between
parents (Majdandzic et al., 2016). Based on this evidence, we test
whether there are differences in CPB between fathers and mothers
in our sample of diverse US families, but we do not make specific
predictions.

12. Determinants of challenging parenting behavior

According to process and dynamic models of parenting, parent-
ing is multiply determined and
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Table 1

Descriptive statistics of participants and study variables.

Parent Mothers
Variable n %

Fathers
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2.3.5. Parental responsiveness and intrusiveness (9 months)

To compare CPB with other parenting constructs, we also mea-
sured parental responsiveness and intrusiveness during the no-toy
play interaction (Cox & Crnic, 2003). Parents received a single score
on each scale for the entire task. Scales were rated on a scale from
1 (Not at all characteristic) to 5 (Highly characteristic). An inde-
pendent team of coders who were not involved in the coding of
challenging parenting behavior coded the responsive and intrusive
parenting behaviors. Six coders were responsible for coding these
parenting behaviors. Coders were trained to 90% agreement by an
expert coder on 10 “gold
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mothers, who might appear withdrawn and not engaged (Lyons-

Ruth et al., 2013). To test these hypotheses, future research should
consider the role of child
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