August, 2022

Since Congress designated 9711 as the September 11th National Day of Service and
Remembrance, we have heard from educators that teaching about 9/11 is both important and very
complicated. Teachers know they must consider what is age-appropriate, what aligns with their
standards and curriculum, and how to make their lessons meaningful to students who may have
very limited understanding of how 9/11 and its aftermath continue to impact people in our country
and around the world to this day. Teaching about 9/11 can also be difficult because teachers and
members of their school community may know people who were lost or wounded that day or in
subsequent wars or they may have experienced the anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant intolerance
that followed. Given the complexity of the subject, teachers are often looking for background
information and high-quality resources beyond what they may find in their textbooks.

The teaching materials and resources below include a range of primary sources, activities, and
lesson plans for teaching different aspects and themes of


https://www.americorps.gov/newsroom/events/911-day/911-day-resources
https://www.americorps.gov/newsroom/events/911-day/911-day-resources
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/09/11/549532978/teaching-sept-11-to-students-who-were-born-after-the-attacks-happened
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/09/11/549532978/teaching-sept-11-to-students-who-were-born-after-the-attacks-happened
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/2014/09/911-anniversary-in-the-classroom/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/classroom/2014/09/911-anniversary-in-the-classroom/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/09/making-911-relevant-to-young-learners/499457/
http://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DCAA/Social-Studies/MSSS.aspx
https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/c3
https://www.educatingforamericandemocracy.org/
https://americorps.gov/join/find-volunteer-opportunity#/
https://forms.gle/sejA5AHkGKaw5Vym8
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/teaching-guides/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/primary-sources/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/research/
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/additional-resources/
https://assertjournal.com/index.php/assert/issue/view/2
https://teaching911beyondtwenty.wisc.edu/teaching-guides/primary-source-exemplar-backstory-podcast/
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https://ysa.ispringcloud.com/acc/Yvsm3YAxMzg5MA/s/13890-w7SP6-pgxTZ-epBdV
https://ysa.ispringcloud.com/acc/Yvsm3YAxMzg5MA/s/13890-w7SP6-pgxTZ-epBdV
https://ysa.org/campaigns/911day/
https://ysa.ispringcloud.com/acc/Yvsm3YAxMzg5MA/s/13890-fVT1f-rb6zz-Du5xa
https://www.911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans
https://www.911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans
https://www.911memorial.org/learn/students-and-teachers/lesson-plans
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/encountering-history-911-lesson-plan/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/encountering-history-911-lesson-plan/
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/911-anniversary-teaching-guide
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/teaching-controversial-issues
https://www.morningsidecenter.org/teachable-moment/lessons/teaching-controversial-issues
https://cdn.kqed.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2017/09/Sept-11-lesson-plan-2017-1.pdf
https://cdn.kqed.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2017/09/Sept-11-lesson-plan-2017-1.pdf
https://www.kqed.org/lowdown/14066/13-years-later-four-major-lasting-impacts-of-911
https://www.911memories.org/curriculum
https://www.911memories.org/curriculum
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9IND_17A8dkaTgQEhn1-RzeYWPfXyO6F
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9IND_17A8dnPvli8IqEJFu5MFbWXHrSX
https://www.crf-usa.org/reflection-on-september-11/taking-action/all-pages.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/reflection-on-september-11/taking-action/all-pages.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-19-4-a-the-patriot-act-what-is-the-proper-balance-between-national-security-and-individual-rig
https://www.crf-usa.org/reflection-on-september-11/outlawing-hate.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-the-rule-of-law-in-dangerous-times.html
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-a-solon-put-athens-on-the-road-to-democracy
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-b-john-peter-zenger-and-freedom-of-the-press
https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-22-3-c-the-national-security-agency-warrantless-wiretaps
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This website focuses on teaching about 9/11 in ways that are
inclusive and do not reproduce anti-Muslim racism. Teacher
resources on the site include links to lessons about 9/11 and a
presentation about how educators can use culturally responsive
teaching in lessons about 9/11 and research on the experience
of Muslim students in schools.
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This page contains numerous lesson plans and resources,
including a set of lessons from the Center for Civic Education

Education: appropriate | connects the Constitution to 9/11, the AmeriCorps 9/11 Day
Lesson Plan for more page with project ideas, the Library of Congress 9/11
List mature Documentary Project, the 9/11 Commission Records from the
students National Archives, and the Flight 93 National Memorial. (Note:
some links on the site are not working.)

National K-12 While there are not full lesson plans, National Geographic has
Geographic: articles to provide background information on 9/11. There are
Articles and also collections of photographs and a photo gallery of 9/11

Artifacts artifacts.

This list was curated by the University of Maryland's College of Education’s Civic Education &
Engagement Initiative with support from Youth Service America (YSA) and AmeriCorps.



https://www.contemporaryislam.org/9-11-teaching.html
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/9-11-teaching.html
https://www.contemporaryislam.org/9-11-teaching.html
https://www.ed.gov/911anniversary
https://www.ed.gov/911anniversary
https://www.ed.gov/911anniversary
https://civiced.org/9-11-and-the-constitution
https://www.americorps.gov/newsroom/events/911-day/911-day-resources
https://www.loc.gov/collections/september-11th-2001-documentary-project/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/september-11th-2001-documentary-project/about-this-collection/
https://www.archives.gov/research/9-11
https://www.nps.gov/flni/learn/education/index.htm
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/search?q=september%2011&location=srp&type=manual
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/search?q=september%2011&location=srp&type=manual
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/150911-september-11-pictures-gallery-rememberance
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/article/150910-september-11-terror-attack-belongings-911
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/article/150910-september-11-terror-attack-belongings-911

