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F: Col. Montgomery Telegraph
G: The Commonwealth Dispatch
H: UnCivil Podcast

e Handout 4: Written Response Prompt

Lesson Procedures:

1. Warm-Up: Engage Students in the Topic
(independent and whole class) Time: 8 Minutes

a. On the board, pose the following question to your students to tap
prior knowledge and cultivate interest: What do you know about
Harriet Tubman?

b. Pass out Handout 1: KWL Chart and Lecture Burst Notes.
Students should independently write down everything they can
recall in the K(now) portion on the KWL Chart.

c. After students have a few minutes to brainstorm independently,
ask for students to share out, in pairs and then whole group,
recording answers on the board. Student responses can then be
used to help drive the lecture.

2. Opening Up the Textbook and Eliciting Students’ Initial Ideas About
the Narrative of Harriet Tubman’s Life
(small group and share out whole group) Time: 10-12 mins
a. Assign students into partners or groups of three.
b.
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Raid?, Is there evidence that Harriet Tubman was at the Combahee
River Raid?, etc.)

4. Lecture Burst on the Combahee Raid
(whole class) Time: 12 minutes
a. What do we know about Harriet Tubman and the Combahee River
Raid?
b. Students should take notes in the Handout 1, under the lecture
burst notes.
c. Summary of key points for the teacher:
I. Most areas in the south were Confederate, but there were a
few Union strongholds. Port Royal was one during the Civil
War. Show Map.

ii. Radical Abolitionist Colonel Montgomery. Was known for his
wild hair and being an outside of the box thinker.

iii. 2nd Regiment was a black regiment. This was revolutionary-
but critical for the Union-V HIIRUW WR ZLQ WKH ZDU They
needed more soldiers (Montgomery wanted black soldiers in
particular, so they decided to hatch a plan-possibly with HT
and certainly with local spies) that liberated the rice
plantations. Rice plantations made up most of the
plantations on the river banks in those areas.

iv. Montgomery needed good intelligence-he needed a spy!
Someone nearby would be perfect, already in Port Royal. And
who was a locally renowned spy? Harriet Tubman!

v. Tubman was already free working as a nurse or a teacher,
but she was also a spy for the Union against the
Confederacy. She knew the land/region really well from her
work as the leader of the Underground Railroad (UR).

vi. Montgomery and Tubman hatched a plan: to take boats up
the Combahee river, into Confederate territory, and raid 8
plantations.

vii. Outcome: 700- 800 enslaved people were freed. They chased
out enslavers and they burned down plantations (forced
labor camps).

d. At the end, the students should add any additional questions that
came up as a result of the background information (in the W
section of the KWL Cha(tv)7(of)5( )7(t)5203.3round infor
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a. As a pre-write, have the students reflect/summarize what they
learned in the lesson about Harriet Tubman and the CRR in the
final section of the KWL chart (What did we LEARN about Harriet
Tubman and the CRR?). ( 2mins)

b. Using the KWL chart, the sources, the note-taking tools, etc.. have
the students complete the summative assessment considering the
inquiry question.
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Directions: Starting in the warm-up, please complete the first section of the
KWL Chart: What do we Know about Harriet Tubman? This activation of prior
NQRZOHGJH KHISV WR LGHQIULIN 7XEPDQ:V GRPLQDQW KLVWRULFD0 QDUUDWLYH EHIRUH ZH
build upon on it with new evidence. We will come back this chart at different
points in the lesson.

What do we KNOW What do we WANT to What did we LEARN
about Harriet Tubman? | know about Harriet about Harriet Tubman
Tubman and the CRR? and the CRR?

Notes from the Harriet Tubman/Combahee River Raid Lecture Burst:

Handout 2
Name: Date:
Teacher: Class Period:

ORGANIZING THE EVIDENCE for the OUT

Directions: Using the spaces below, take notes as you read the documents.
Please use the Questions to Consider to guide your notes. Be specific!
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1) Document says that:

How do these narratives align with what you already KNOW about Harriet

Tubman? What questions do you still have?

Inquiry Question: +RZ GRHV +DUULHW 7XEPDQ-V SRIHQWLD0 LQYRIYHPHQW LQ WKH
Combahee River Raid (CRR) expand what mainstream textbooks reveal about
her life?

Note: Please keep this inquiry question in mind as you move forward.

2) Document says that:

Potential revisions to the narrative might include:
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3) Document says that:

Potential revisions to the narrative might include:
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8) Document says that:

Potential revisions to the narrative might include:
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Handout 3

Name: Date:
Teacher: Class Period:

Harriet Tubman Source Packet

Document A (2 textbook narratives abridged)

Passage from The Americans

Underground Railroad
One of the most famous conductors {of the Underground Railroad} was Harriet

7XEPDQ ERUQ D VIDYH LQ ODU\IDQG LQ RU ,Q DIWHU 7XEPDQ:V RZQHU
died, she heard rumors that she was about to be sold. Fearing this possibility,
Tubman decided to make a break for freedom and succeeded in reaching Philadelphia.

Shortly after the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act, Tubman resolved to become a
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Source: History Channel short article published by Barbara Maranzani, a
researcher and archivist for History.com, on May 31, 2013.
http://www.history.com/news/harriet-tubmans-daring-raid-150-years-ago

One of the most complicated myths about Tubman is the claim (first mentioned
in a 19th century biography) that she escorted more than 300 slaves to
freedom over the course of 19 missions. Tubman herself never used this
number, instead estimating that she had rescued around 50 people by 1860 -
PRVIO\ IDPLO\ PHPEHUV +LVWRULDQV QRZ EHOLHYH WKDW LW-V OLNHO\ WKDW VKH ZDV
personally responsible for ushering around 70 people to freedom along the
8QGHUJURXQG 5DLIURDG LQ WKH GHFDGH EHIRUH WKH &LYL0 = DU« 6KRUWO\ DIWHU ZDU
EURNH RXI LQ « = RUNLQJ LQ D VHULHV RI FDPSV LQ 8QLRQ-held portions of
South Carolina, Tubman quickly learned the lay of the land and offered her
services to the army as a spy, leading a group of scouts who mapped out much
RI WKH UHJLRQ 7XEPDQ-V UHFRQQDLVVDQFH ZRUN 0DLG WKH IRXQGDWLRQ IRU RQH RI WKH
more daring raids of the Civil War, when she personally accompanied Union
soldiers in their nighttime raid at Combahee Ferry in June 1863. After guiding

Union boats along the mine-filled waters and coming ashore, Tubman and her
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https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/07/harriet-tubmans-great-raid/
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/06/07/harriet-tubmans-great-raid/




Source: Historical Marker at the Combahee River in South Carolina. Photo
taken by Jeff Grigg.

COMBAHEE RIVEK RAID

On June 1-2, 1863. a Federal force
consisting of clements of the 2nd

S.C. Volunt "l.-,‘:}_{!' ‘atry (an African-
WSARSIa s LB RV Ui § A 4t ZTod Dlnda

b

Questions to Consider:

1. What new information do you learn through this plaque?

2. What might a plaque like this leave out?

3. Who created this plaque? And why might that matter?

4. How does this add to your initial narrative of Harriet Tubman and her
life?

Document F:
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raid. Retrieved from Library of Congress.

ded up the
Combahee River, on the steamers (Qun boats) John Adams and Harriet A.
Weed, with a detachment of three hundred
(300) men of the Second South Carolina
Volunteer Regiment and a section of the
Third Rhode Island Battery, commanded by
Captain Brayton. We ascended the river some
twenty-five (25) miles, destroyed a pontoon
bridge, together with a large amount of

cotton, rice, and other property, and brought






“A group of ex-farmers, a terrorist from Kansas, and a schoolteacher attempt
WKH JUHDWHVW FRYHUW RSHUDWLRQ RI WKH &LYL0 = DU p

LINK: https://www.gimletmedia.com/uncivil/the-
raid?utm source=gimletPlayer&utm medium=copyShare&utm campaign=giml
etPlayer

Questions to Consider:

1. What new information do you learn with this podcast?

2. How does this change your narrative of the life of Harriet Tubman?

3. What questions do you still have?

Handout 4
Name: Date:
Teacher: Class Period:
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