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The International Education Policy (IEP) Program at the University of Maryland is situated 
within the Higher Education, Student Affairs, and International Education Policy (HESI) 
concentration, which is located within the Counseling, Higher Education and Special Education 
(CHSE) department at the College of Education. 
 
The IEP program promotes the development of professionals with a deep understanding of the 
complex array of issues concerning educational policies and practices globally. It seeks to 
enhance the skill sets of professionals who will either join institutions working on efforts in 
which education is a main sector or who will work in academic settings and international 
institutions conducting research or helping to develop public policies in education for all levels 
and types of education. 
 
"#"$%"#"&!'()*(+,!-+./0123 Core program faculty include Drs. Steven Klees4!Jing Lin, Zeena 
Zakharia, and Taylor Woodman.!Affiliate faculty include Drs. Mark Ginsburg, Sahar Khamis, 
and Deepa Srikantaiah.  
 
'()*(+,!')05.5673 Graduate students in the College of Education are responsible for meeting 
University and the Graduate School policy, and for meeting Program requirements. 
The Graduate Catalog is the official listing of Policies governing graduate education at the 
University of Maryland.  The schedule adjustment policy is available from the Office of the 
Registrar and provides information on adding and dropping courses, penalties, and refund 
schedules. 
!
-)(,73 Graduate students are required to submit various forms at specific points in the program 
and as part of the degree clearance process. Many of the forms for use by graduate students are 
available here. Please refer to Steps Toward Graduation to determine the related steps and 
forms.   
 
8+069:+(3 UMD’s 2023-2024 Academic Calendar can be accessed via the Office of the Provost. 
 
8),,/95.+15)973!All IEP graduate students are required to maintain a UMD email account and 
to join the program listserv (INTEDUPOL). To join INTEDUPOL, send an email from your 
UMD email account to listserv@listserv.umd.edu. Leave the subject of the email blank and!59!
1;6!16<1!)=!1;6!6,+50 note only the following: SUB INTEDUPOL FirstName LastName (Ex. 
SUB INTEDUPOL Steve Klees). See here for more information.  
 
>?'!?@AB!'+*6!%!CD;6!E/FG3!Additional information and resources related to the IEP MA 
and PhD degree programs can be found on the IEP program’s ELMS page, referred to as “The 
Hub.” The Hub is accessible to all current students, faculty, and staff. All new IEP students will 
be granted access to The Hub upon matriculation in the program. If you experience any 
challenges accessing The Hub, contact IEP@umd.edu for assistance.  
 
'()76,59+(73 The IEP Professional Seminar provides an opportunity for faculty and students to 
discuss key topics in our field; address areas of professional development related to scholarship 
and practice; and engage in community building. Past Proseminars have focused on new areas of 
research; career pathways; current issues; and academic, professional, and contemplative skill 
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development. The Proseminar typically meets three times during the Fall semester and three 
times during the Spring semester. Attendance at four proseminars a year is required during a 
student’s first two years in the program.  
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Core Courses - Select two of the following courses:                                       6 credits  
EDHI 605—Comparative Education 
EDHI 606—Political Economy of Education in a Global Context 
EDHI 607—Culture and Education in a Global Context       
PROSEMINAR—Attendance required for the first 2 years of your program (0 credits) 
 
Research Methods:                                                           6-9 credits 
EDHI 672—Modes of Inquiry 
+An introduction course to quantitative methods or qualitative methods 
+An additional methods course if a master’s thesis option is selected 
 
International Education Specialization Course Electives –                     6-12 credits 
Select two to four of the following or equivalents: 
EDHI 608—Gender and Education 
EDHI 680—Gender, Education, and Development 
EDHI 681—Education for Global Peace 
EDHI 682—Ecological Ethics and Education 
EDHI 683—World Religions and Implications for Education  
EDHI 684—Alternative Education, Alternative Development  
EDHI 750—International Higher Education 
EDHI 788—Contemplative Inquiry and Holistic Education 
EDHI 788-–Education in Conflict and Emergencies  
EDHI 788—Global Climate Change and Education 
EDHI 788—International Education and Cultural Exchange: Policies and Practices 
EDHI 788—International Investigations in Cuban Education 
EDHI 805––Seminar in Comparative Education 
EDPS 624––Culture in Education Policy and Practice 
EDHI 798––Special Problems in Education 
 
Disciplinary and Professional Course Electives:                                                            3-6 credits 
Courses may be selected in the areas of public policy, communications, 
anthropology, economics, sociology, gender studies, higher education, early 
childhood education, or elsewhere in the College of Education, the University, or 
the Washington Regional Consortium. 
 
Internship – Optional:                             0-3 credits 
EDHI889—Internship in Education 
 
Master’s thesis or Master’s paper – Select one (registration required):                                3-6 credits 
EDHI679—Master’s Seminar Paper 
EDHI799—Master’s Thesis Research 

Total:           30 credits 
) )
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!
8)(6!8)/(7673! ! !!!!! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!L"!.(6:517!
EDHI 605—Comparative Education 
EDHI 606—Political Economy of Education in a Global Context 
EDHI 607—Culture and Education in a Global Context  
EDHI 750—International Higher Education  
PROSEMINAR—
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EDHI 898—Pre-Candidacy Research (can be repeated) 
 
S).1)(+0!S5776(1+15)93! ! ! ! ! !!!!! ! !!!!!!!!!!!L"!.(6:517 )902!!!!!
EDHI 899—Dissertation Research  

             
Total:                90 credits 

!
 !
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This section describes the general progression through the IEP PhD program. Students move 
through the program at different paces but generally aim to complete their degrees within five or 
six years, depending on the nature of their dissertation research and overall program of study. 
During the first two to three years, students usually focus on coursework that will enhance their 
theoretical, conceptual, and methodological repertoires. In consultation with their faculty adviser, 
students then establish a timeline to advance through the milestones below.!
!
A)P59*!1)!1;6!.),J(6;6975P6!6<+,3! 
While completing comps, students may enroll in EDHI898 Pre-Candidacy Research – variable 
credits (3-6). The Comprehensive Exam–which typically consists of 2-3 draft chapters of the 
dissertation, including a literature review–is usually completed after completion of all 
coursework or during the last semester of coursework. Advising for the preparation of the 
Comprehensive Exam is led by the student's advisor. Following a successful performance on the 
comprehensive exam, the student advances to doctoral candidate status. The student must apply 
in a timely manner to receive Ph.D. candidacy status. Forms can be downloaded here 
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UMD facilities and access to faculty advising. The student will be given an “Incomplete” in 
this course each semester until the dissertation is defended; in other words, a grade will be 
given only for the semester the student completes the dissertation.  

● If the student intends to defend in the summer, the semester fee can be prorated
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All IEP students are expected to take both disciplinary courses and professional specialty 
courses. Disciplinary courses refer to those in the social sciences and humanities, such as 
Anthropology, Economics, or History. While some courses in these areas are offered within the 
Department, it is expected that doctoral students will also take coursework outside the 
Department and College of Education. Professional specialty courses refer to those that develop 
expertise in areas relevant to working in education. For example, students may want to specialize 
in higher education, early childhood education, curriculum development, or distance education. 
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Koli Banik, 2006. “Case Study of a Gender and Reproductive Health Training Program for Adolescent 
Males in Rural Villages in the State of Gujarat, India.” 

Jennifer Kim, 2007. “Impact of Globalization on the US-Mexico Border: Case Study of 
Grassroots Activism for the Migrant and Refugee Community.” 

Sandee Pyne, 2007. “Migrating Knowledge: Schooling, Statelessness and Safety at the Thailand-
Burma Border.” 

Yan Liu, 2007. “The Challenges and Prospects of Civil Society Development: An Examination 
of Two Types of Civil Society Organization in China.” 

Yanyu Zhou, 2007. “Success for All: A Comprehensive Educational Reform Experiment on 
Improving Low Performance Students in China.” 

Illana Lancaster, 2008. “Racing, Classing, and Gendering School-Related Violence in Three 
Johannesburg Secondary Schools.” 

Wendi Ralaingita, 2008. “Re-making the Namibian Teacher: A Study of Teacher Reflection in 
an Era of Social Transition and Policy Reform.” 

Jayne Wood, 2008. “The Impact of Globalization on Education in Uganda.” 

Lan Gao, 2008. “Social Stratification and Higher Education Opportunities in the Transitioning 
Chinese Society.” 

Carol Corneilse, 2009. “Living Feminism in the Academy: South African Women Tell Their 
Stories.” 

Anita Sanyal, 2009. "Teachers and Teaching: Conceptualizing Quality Education in Rural 
Nicaragua" 

Truphena Choti, 2009. “School Choice and Student Aspirations for Higher Education in Kenya: 
Social Capital and Cultural Capital Perspectives.” 

Kang-Yup Jung, 2009. “Internationalization of Higher Education in Two Jesuit Universities.” 

Tony DiGiacomo, 2010. “Education Amidst Democratic Transition: The Case of Romania.” 
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Amanda Fogle-Donmoyer, 2017. “South African Teachers’ Perceptions of Citizenship & Democracy 
and How They Are Expressed in Classrooms: A Case Study of a Post-conflict Curriculum & 
Pedagogy.” 

Anne Corwith, 2020. “Humanitarian Aid for Quality Learning Environments in a Disaster Context: 
An Exploratory Study of Humanitarian Aid and Educators’ Perspectives in Nepal.” 

Nooruddin Shah, 2020. “Teacher Training and Teacher Experience in Rural and Mountainous 
Pakistan.” 
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General Secretary of Education International 
Chief of Staff to the United Nations Special Envoy for Global Education 
Head of Programs & Partnerships, the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals Academy 
Professor and Chair, Education Department, Kenya Methodist University  
President, Theirworld 
Vice Presidents at World Learning 
Professor, University of Hawaii 
Professor, Western University, Canada 
Associate Professor, UMass at Amherst 
Associate Professor, Universidad de los Andes 
Assistant Professor at the University of Newcastle, Australia 
Assistant Professor, School of Education, Universidad Catolica de Chile  
Director of Institutional Research, Simon College 
Senior Program Officers, Global Education Partnership 
Senior Education Advisors, Africa Bureau, USAID  
CDCS Advisor, USAID/Madagascar 
Acting Team Lead & Training Specialist, the Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance in Global 

Capacity Development, USAID 
Program Manager, Regional Development Mission for Asia, USAID 
US Cultural Ambassador to India, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Ukraine 
Program Officer, Critical Language Scholarship and Boren Fellowship Program, U. S. 

Department of State 
Humanitarian Relief Program Manager for United Way National Capital Area 
Assistant Division Chief, US Census Bureau  
Chairwoman, Society for International Development, Creative Associates  
Senior Program Officer, United States Institute of Peace 
Senior Research Education, Analyst at Research Triangle Institute 
Senior Program Officer, Open Society Foundation 
Executive Director, Global Teacher Education/Educator, Smithsonian 
Director of Global Education, Earthday.org 
Chief Executive Officer, Community Partners International 
Associate Director of International Programs, George Mason University 
Program Officer, Kenya 
Program Coordinator, Action for Healthy Communities, Canada 
CFO, Dream Corps International, Beijing, China 
Associate Director of Major Gifts, Harvard University 
Director of Education and Literacy, Nascent Solutions, Inc. 
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Academic Advisor, Business School, Johns Hopkins University 
Assistant Director, Global Communities, UMD 
Associate Director, Student Outreach Resource Center at Johns Hopkins University  
Associate Professor, University of Hawaii 
Consultant, Canadian International Development Agency 
Consultant, World Bank 
Coordinator, Equity and Inclusi


