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The Pearl Lesson
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● Analyze primary and secondary sources to craft a cohesive narrative of a

historical event

● Evaluate the credibility of multiple sources to decide who betrayed 7KH

3HDUO�

● Corroborate sources to develop a position in response to the inquiry

question.

Format: Inquiry Lesson

Time: 90 Minutes

Assessments:

● Formative:
o Packet of Worksheets: Document-Based Questions, Timeline

Activity, Ranking Credibility of Sources Activity

● Summative:
o How and why was 7KH 3HDUO betrayed? Writing Response

Materials:

● Means of Projecting PP

● Highlighters and/or post-its for students to read documents (if

necessary)

● 7KH 3HDUO Instructional Slides

● +DQGRXW �� /HFWXUH %XUVW 1RWH�7DNLQJ 6KHHW

● +DQGRXW �� 7KH 3HDUO Incident Packet (Includes primary and secondary

source documents with questions, Source Note-Taking Sheet, Ranking

Credibility Note-Taking Sheet and Timeline)

○ *Note: Teachers may use discretion to remove one of the

scaffolding note-taking sheets and/or reduce the number of

sources.

○ Document A: Daniel Drayton’s “Personal Memoir of Daniel

Drayton”, 1855

○ Document B: 3RUW 7REDFFR 7LPHV, 1848

○ Document C: John H. Paynter’s “The Fugitives of 7KH 3HDUOµPERK
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Lesson Procedures:

1. Warm-Up: Engage Students in the Topic (independently and whole
class-PPT included) Time: 8 minutes

A. Students will analyze a cartoon representing the parable of the

Blind Men and the Elephant as a hook. Students should write

down responses to guiding questions silently and independently.

1. What is happening in this picture?

2. What is this image saying about perspective?

3. How does this message connect to the study of history?

B. Invite students to share responses for a whole-class analysis of the

image.

C. The teacher will want to connect the image to the idea that

multiple perspectives/interpretations can be present at one event.

2. Pose the Focus Question (whole class) Time: 2 Minutes
A. Read the historical question aloud with students: How and why

was The Pearl betrayed?

B. Describe briefly that students will be corroborating evidence and

multiple points of view to learn about a ship upon which nearly 70

men and women were hidden in order to escape enslavement in

Washington, DC.

3. Historical Thinking Skills Refresher/Introduction (whole





7. Debriefing (whole class) Time: 10 minutes
A. Conduct a whole class discussion. Some questions for guiding the

debriefing can be:

1. How do your predictions about 7KH 3HDUO incident compare

with your understanding of it now? What role did sourcing

play in any changes in your understanding?

2. Why is it that there is no account from Judson Diggs? How

does this hinder our ability to understand who betrayed the

mission of 7KH 3HDUO?

3. What if all the sources based their account on ONE person’s

account?

4. What additional information about the sources would have

helped you to determine author credibility?

5. How does this historical episode relate to the study of the

history of slavery in the United States?

8. Closing Activity/Exit Card (independently) Time: 10 minutes
A. Have students write a response, no longer than two paragraphs,
answering the inquiry question: How and why was The Pearl

betrayed?
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Notes from The Pearl Lecture (cont’d)

The Pearl:

● Date: _______ ____, ____

● Summary Details:

Daniel Drayton:

John Paynter:

8QLYHUVLW\ RI 0DU\ODQG � 'LIILFXOW +LVWRU\ 3URMHFW� 7HDFKLQJ ZLWK 3ULPDU\ 6RXUFHV� 7URXEOHG

KLVWRU\�7URXEOLQJ WLPHV� :UHVWOLQJ ZLWK 0DU\ODQG·V GLIILFXOW SDVW XVLQJ SULPDU\ VRXUFHV

Dr. Magdalena H. Gross and Alison Jovanovic

Funded by the Library of Congress Award/Contract # 17041000







Document C

Source: Excerpted f



Document D

Source: Excerpted from Eastern Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society's (founded

in 1838, the society’s work led to the escape and freedom of many enslaved

people). "Captains Drayton and Sayres: Or the way in which Americans are

treated, for aiding the cause of Liberty at Home", (April 22, 1848). Retrieved

from /LEUDU\ RI &RQJUHVV�

“On the night of Saturday the 15th of April, seventy-seven human beings,

who had all their lives worn the yoke of slavery, made a bold







The Pearl Sourcing Organizer

Directions: As you carefully and closely read the documents, please record the key information

paying special attention to the guiding questions at the bottom of each document.

Document
Who wrote

it?

When and

where was it

written?

Why might it

have been

written?

Notes in Response to the

Questions at the Bottom

of the Documents.

Please number your

answers.

A.

B.

C.
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The Pearl Timeline

Directions: Using the documents, fill in the timeline below to chart the events

of 7KH 3HDUO incident.
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