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and support fathers’ involvement in childcare and activities (Varga
et al., 2017), and fathers are more likely to be committed to the par-
enting role (







wantedness. Mothers and fathers were asked: “When you found
out [baby’s mother] was pregnant, did you think about having an
abortion?” FFCW researchers who have used this measure suggest
that responses to this question provide insight into parent’s level
of pregnancy wantedness as wanted pregnancies would not be
likely to be considered for an abortion (Guterman, 2015). Mothers’
and fathers’ yes/no responses to these items were recoded into four
dummy variables: mother and father wanted the pregnancy (refer-
ence group), only the mother wanted the pregnancy, only the fa-
ther wanted the pregnancy, and neither parent wanted the
pregnancy.
Father’s identity centrality was measured with three items that

asked fathers at baseline about the importance to them of being a
father (1 = strongly disagree to 4 = strongly agree). Sample items
include: “Being a father is one of the most fulfilling experiences
for a man,” at5e91.7-244.3(item29 Tm
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mother’s perception of coparenting at Y9 (b = .09, p , .001; b =
.53, p , .001; b = .08, p , .001, respectively).



fathers did) may be suggestive of later maternal gatekeeping in
which mothers restrict fathers from being involved with the child.
In our study, none of our mediating variables explained why the
children of mothers who did not want the pregnancy reported being
less close to their fathers. This hypothesis should be tested in future
studies.
Our mediation hypotheses (Hypothesis 3 and 4) suggested that

father engagement at Y5 would explain the association between
prenatal and birth-related behaviors, attitudes, and identity and
father–child closeness at Y9 and Y15. The findings confirmed this
hypothesis for prenatal support and presence at the birth. Specifi-
cally, prenatal support and presence at the birth signifi
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